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X general urvey of the tendencies
nnd design of the automobile. Js made
In the November IS Issue of the Horso-l-

Age, by comp'.ete
of all of the passencer

cSjTa and commercial vehicles an-

nounced for the 1917 market. Last ear.
It will be says this auto-
mobile trade magarlne. the
feature of the season's

was a wholesale reduction In
prices, whjch brought nlth .It a laruo
Increase In the number of models In the
lower price classes nnd a
decrease In the higher clnsscit. This
movement has not only entirely ceased,
mit tho prlco pendulum has even hs-g-

the. other way. While
i he lowest price class hus not been af-
fected. It will be observed that there
haa been a marked reduction In tho
number of models In the class next to
the lowest, from 22 to 17.2 per cent. Tho
lost of this class Is more limn equaled
by gains of the three classes noxi.
above. There are. thcreforo ni'itwmore models now being listed at between
11,000 and $2,000 than llicro were lattt

Remains the Same.
The , CWO-H.O- rlaAx leuiHltis nut.

ctanilalty 'tho same, wh Ic In tho highest
priced class. aboo J3.CO0. thrro Is a fur-
ther marked decline. The market Is

still from tho
1 Zbrr toward the moderate prlred
fiasses and the pleasure of the demand
lias emibled of moderate
prided cars to raise their price somc- -

hat, the constant tidvame In the
pilca of nearly hII materials and the
starclty 6.' labor alTurd ng excellent rea-
son? for tho step.

U Is Interesting to stud
In regard to rj Under numl'ors. I'lrst. It
nHbo seen that the slx-c- j Under type In

il holding Hi own. for while Its per-
centage Is, slightly lower than for 11IS
It is higher than ior 19i. The mini total
of the percentgf of r'-'- it ;'

vllnaer models Is exactly the same as
It was last eur. ami inu t.ain n . . a.
cylinder class has been wholly nt th9

xpense of the four.
Smaller.

The trend toward smaller oliudcrs
stlU continues. Thus SO per
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4 utomobile Tendency
Toward Higher Prices

accompanied
ped(lcatlons

remembered.,
outstanding

announce-
ments

corresponding

evidently gravitating

manufacturers

development

Cylinders

practically

cent of oil the engines now have a
cylinder txfre of less than 2.5 inches,
wlille last ear the percentage Mas
only 37.8 and the previous year only
10.8. This Is partly explained by thegain of tho er over the four-cylind- er

model, and If we fellow thedevelopment over a number of years
back by the appearance of tight and
twelve-cylind- engines. On the other
hand. It Is In no small measure due
to the advent of the high speed engine.
Small boro engines are desirable on ac-
count of their smoother operation, and
small engines offer advantages in theway of reduction In total car weight;
fuel economy, tire economy and taxrates.

Thermo-sypho- n cooling Is making
headway and Is now found on inorothan ono-tlil- rd of all pleasurn car
models, whereas four ears ago itsrepresentation was as et only 14 per
tciii. ii is. oi course, particularly prc-ale- nt

on the smaller ccrs. In this con-
nection It Is Interesting to note that
thermo-sypho- n ciiculatlon affords somo
of the advantages which It is now at-
tempted to secure In pump systems
b means of thermostatic apparatus.
Thus, upon starring the engine thewae AylU --fwt beitfrr to clrculatif" ap-
preciably until the cylinders are well
heated, up. Also tho water continues to
clrcuJate after the engine has been shutdown, thus preventing radiator freexc-up- s

In cold weather.
Lighting and Starting.

Lighting and starting systems com-
prising two units, working at a pressure
of six volts and with ground-retti- ni wil-
ing are largely In the majollty. There
has been a rinarkab!n Increase In the
representation of Iwo-un- lt sstems dur-
ing the past year, which Is probably

for by tho fact that the prin-
cipal maker of single units systems add-
ed a two-un- it design, anfl another very
prominent maker who formerly inndn
boll types, gac up the single unit sys
tem, or ai icasi ceaeu 10 pusn It.

Pour carburetor manufacturers now
divide between them about 75 per cent
of the carburetor contracts for pleasure
cars. The. number car manufacturers
using carburetors of their own make
has decreased further.

Uattcry Ignition has nearly doubled Its
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during the car. Not less
than 73.5 per cent of all cars now de-

pend on current for
while only four ears ago the

was only 11.9 per cent. Tho
clotcd circuit systems

type and open circuit
type are

so far on about even terms. Vacuum
fuel feed Is now found on 71 per cent
of all models.

For quite a number of jears the cone
clutor- held Its own ngnlnst the

of tho disc clutch. H was
In servlco and Its

and low con 'of
seemed to Insure It a place
In the lower priced class at least. Our
current suou that
It Is In

While no attempt has been made lo
divide the disc clutches
and drv types. It Is known thst the ut-
ter are In In the It Is
that the dry disc clutch lends Itself to

better than lh
cone clutch; or. aialn. the

of good leather may haV"
shifted the to the side of
the clutch.

nxeept for n few cars with friction
beel gear drlc Is now

In car
tooth bocl gear nro used

mainly on tho chcanei ears and hellcnl
bevel gers on inc nigner pricen
though the latter Is nl'O-d- y found or.
more f'on of ill the models
There Is not much ehsnge In lespcct
to rear axles, though the

tjpe has gained mainly
at the exiicnso of the full and
less af Mie oxpenso of tho

floatlmr typo. In rear there
Is a notshle re'urn to the old simple

pe wlich are now made
so they aro flat when under
load. seem to
have come to reallto that n certain
amount of spring whn

o a certain stres will show the
same ner unit of load wheth-f- -

tho spring Is a full
lllntp o onv other tvt. and undar
Hese l'io

"on. of p'rso, U tho be t'oss'hlv
he aIo lends Itself better
o the drl thin th other

forms of and while we have
not onv figures the
use of t'ds drive, wn know It to be

On'v n'no models out of HI h"
brakes th mskes blo

Rimple Stearns. .Tefferv. King. I,Mi-ert- v,

Mercer nnd A
of Internal and brnk"

is iieu on xjr, per cent or all too
models. Nine pr cent have
hrskes only ad 7.5 per cent

brakes only.
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famed Velie bodies roomy
with lasting mirror finish

deep tufted genuine leather up-
holstery. Money cannot buy, better fea--

Ungcrer Motor Company, Inc.
1136 Connecticut Avenue

North 621
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SERBIAN RETREAT

Carried Government Gold and

Official Records in Flight

From Nish.

When the events of the European war
are condensed for future generations.
some of the achievements of American
motor trucks will still find n place In
the tragic storj. At nearly cvcr cli-
max, as well as In thousands of has

ephodes of till w'at. tricks
made In the Tnltcd States have

One of the most la.ies in
point Hint hap found their way into
print Is the following from a magai-ln-

wrltvr who was In Hernia during the
great Mackenscn drive thiough that
unhappy country

It was five big Kissel Kars thnt
ilrovi up to the rear of the foreign
office In NIkIi quo dark night and took
away tin- - records In the first stage of
their long trln toward ltal and safety
It was In these American cars also that
the gold and valuable pa-

ri rs left the erstwhile capital
Over Fearful Roads.

"The horrors of the roads which they
had to traverse In their sad trek h rough
the valley of Ibar river In Novl-DtH-

will never he adequately told. In
addition to traditional tack of highway
care, thero had come the autumn rains.
Then, during the retreat toward Dlbra
and "Monast.r there came a sleet and
snow storm which half frore the
morasses rutted nnd plowed as they
wre b thousands of foot and wheels,
not to mention the heavier guns.

"When they flnall reached the end
of the roads possibly negotiable by auto-
mobile, the drlvors of these trucks ran
mnnv of them over A cliff and Watched
theni fall Into the gorge below, so that
they would not reach the hands of the

"There Is a story, bocomlng a legend,
that all the guns, and
wagons of the Serbs were dcstroed in
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I &igger-Better-M- ore Power-Eig-ht Body Styles

WORLD hires. Powerful Velie-Continent-
al motor

lunken axles front and rear-autom-atic

ignition push button starter everything
in and on. Demonstration on request
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this way. It Is not entirely true, for
during tho winter I saw a great num-
ber of American and a few French
cars which had been merely deserted.
They wero found by progressive young
liulgai Inn chauffeurs. It did not take
long to repair them and nut them Into
commission. Some of these luckless
trucks even (tided In pursuing their
former owners out of Western Serbia.

'From Monastlr to Velcs on the Mo-ra-

river. I came with a party of
other Americana In a rehabilitated
Flat, of which the Bulgarians were
very proud. We Vere not so awed
by Its performance as there were eight
punctures suffered In the 100 miles of
trav e,l

Trucks Great Climbers.
"Few of the Americans who spent

the summer In Serbia did not know
about the climbing abilities of the truck
before they left home. When they had
seen them lumbering up those hills
they quickly learned.

"Many times they passed the boys In
smaller machines, although their lon-
ger wheel base frequently made them
halt at turns, reverse nnd back for
n new start. They worked to the last."
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ROADSTER REPLACES
THE ARMY CHARGER

Light Automobiles Being Used on

Border Instead of Horses.

Oakland roadsters now are taking
the place of tho charger
along the Klo Grande, where more than
100.000 militiamen are camped.

Just as the mule-draw- n wagon train
lies given way to tho column of heavy
motor trucks, so has the mounted of-
ficer's placo been taken by the high
speed roadster.

In Han Antonio, Tcx which Is a
base of supplies for a largo number of
mllltla units, thero aro twenty Oakland
roadsters In the Government service.
They perform the work that was done
by horses when mules Instead of gaso-
lene, were the motive power for the
supply trains.

The quartermaster's corps of an army
Is divided Into companies, as Is the

and many of these are truck
companies. They consist of several
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motor trucks --and their crews of drivers
and mechanics. A supply officer is in
command of each company. It la hit
business to sec that nil his trucks stay
In column and attend to the other
uutles of the commander of any army
unit.

It was Impossible to use a horse, heio-tofor- e

always tho commander's mceus
of travel, because no hoia? cou'.d keep
the pace set by the trucks. Ho the
Government experts looked around to
light motor cars forf the work. Aitci
several tests they selected trio Oaklun
roadster.

Acting as "charger" for a supply er

to thousands of hungry soidlers
Is not play work for a motoi car. Texas
roads arc as bad as Mexico's, nnd wnun
occupied by a truck train there is llrtli

..uw... w. ,ii vai mail o lUaUPICI IU IUIIalong them. The twenty Oaklands havi
to climb arroyus and washouts nnd

I travel along divides at an angle of s""

degrees. And they are, doing It.

Bragged Too Much.
CI.fc.VI., ..i.,l). Ohio. Nov. IS. Wn

I lace Flcsler braggod In couil that t.
could operate his automobile on II i

, week. "A etpcr:- -I
K0 a week alimony." was the Judjo'-- ianswer.

Lighting

The Guaranteed Battery
For Electric and Gasoline Automobiles
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There's a Diamond Grid battery for every
car and every one is backed by a TWO-YEA- R

GUARANTEE against any and every defect.
The grids are so designed as to equalize the

strains and prevent the plates from buckling.
This eliminates all danger of short-circui- t,

- which is the cause of rapid deterioration of
plates.

We will make an unusually liberal ex-
change allowance on your pld battery, so you
can obtain a Diamond Grid.

Investigate the Diamond Grid!

STERRETT & FLEMING
Battery Service Station and Electric Garage

Champlain Street at Kalorama Road
- "North 500"

JO'

Sterrett and Fleming service is complete in every detail.
Recharging, repairing, and storage of all kinds of batteries is
under expert supervision. We have a complete stock of rental
batteries fpr all cars.

And the rates are most attractive.
Free inspection of any make of battery.

, i.i LriB-B1- 1I:bbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbb1bbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbI

picturesque

I


